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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 


encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


Candidate Name * 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10UokJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNgdGkpz44w2x5uFyaV_j609puAHHJOp1Ui8p3... 1/7 


12/6/23, 8:10 PM Santa Cruz County Democratic Party Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary Election 2024 


Candidate Phone Number * 


Candidate Email * 


cistog AG QRUOGINGMEMOUMAIGOME os os an 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


285 Fern Rock Way 


Preferred Phone Number * 


4084294177 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


Gomi tee To Pgo Me Tnstopnet Bradion To Futi Distighslpem iso PEA loo 


Campaign Website * 


www.bradfordforsupervisor.com 
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Social Media * 


https://shoutout.wix.com/so/c20mHoBaL/c?w=py7RwtWFGxOKbGYcTWQs8TXaGVd- 
NwoPeGlJhu_w4Us.eyJ1 ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2JyY WRmb3JkKNHN1cGVydmlzb3liLC 
JyljoiNjQOMGUSMTMtOGQzZi00Zjl4LTgzZmMYtMmMNhHNWVhANTISNmMxliwibSl6Im1haWwiLCJjljoiOTE1 OTNjY 
2YtMDhkNiOOMDVhLTk2Y2YtOGY2YzdiNGMONTA4InO 


Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


Q received_367367... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


Yes, Santa Clara, at least 10 years. 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


| have been a passionate Democrat since | first registered to vote. Though new to the local political scene, | 
entered this race to provide meaningful representation that | believe our district lacks. Over the past year, | 
have become actively engaged with the Democratic community by attending party events, fundraising for 
clubs and candidates, and connecting with elected officials. My advocacy work for fire survivors and water 
security reflects my commitment to championing justice. | may not have years of insider experience, but | 
will bring fresh perspective and relentless energy to addressing the issues facing our communities. My goal 
is to give voice to those who feel unheard, and to deliver tangible solutions. 
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List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be the most 
important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each endorsement with a semicolon). 


Angie Gruys: Senior Program and Communications Specialist, Resource Conservation District *; 
Antonia Bradford: Community Activist/Organizer, Boulder Creek Resident, CZU Fire Survivor Advocate; 


Shandra Hunt: Lifelong District Resident, SLV Resident for 27 years, Community Activist, Small Business 
Owner, Owner of Hillhouse Farm; 


Julia Monahan: Scotts Valley Resident, Small Business Owner, DEI Member; 

Angie Pennington: Scotts Valley Resident, Director of Communications/Education, DEI Member; 
Gil Pennington: Scotts Valley Resident, Google Sales Operations; 

Chris Clayton: Scotts Valley Resident, Real Estate Professional, Fire Survivor Advocate; 


Jen Miller: Boulder Creek and Scotts Valley resident for 35 years, Santa Cruz County social impact volunteer, 
and nonprofit education marketing director; 


Julie Lucia: Scotts Valley Teacher, Boulder Creek Resident, CZU Fire Survivor, Community Activist ; 


Ann Thryft: Boulder Creek Resident for 23 Years, Valley Women’s Club Member*, Community Activist, Semi- 
Retired Technology Journalist; 


Karen Anderson: Boulder Creek Resident, Former Elected Trustee of Ventura Pension Board, Retired Small 
Business Owner, CZU Fire Survivor, Environmental Advocate l l 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your a 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


My professional background and personal experiences make me well-qualified for this office. | have 
extensive technical expertise including software engineering, Al development, web development, 
cybersecurity, and IT knowledge. Our county struggles with operating efficiently and securely on a tight 
budget, so we need leaders who grasp these complex issues. My skills would help drive innovation to save 
taxpayer money. 

Additionally, | have successfully overseen million-dollar budgets while running multiple businesses over my 
career. | currently serve as Treasurer and Board Member for the Fire Safe Council of Santa Cruz County, 
managing grants and finances. My decade of experience controlling costs, managing unpredictable income 
streams, and meeting tough budget goals in the private and nonprofit sectors has prepared me for the fiscal 
challenges counties face. 

As a small business owner and CZU fire survivor, | also understand the real-world impacts of our county's 
decisions. | have seen firsthand where we have underserved certain communities, and know where 
improvements are most needed. My community ties and personal experience with government shortfalls 
give me unique insights into creating positive change for constituents across the county. | will draw on all 
these skills and perspectives to be an effective independent leader on day one. 


What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly i 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


The Housing crisis. The lack of affordable housing and the dearth of inventory, due to no growth policies 
and multi-decade obstacles to building has created a crisis.; 


Infrastructure County-wide--We need investment in public transportation, we need widespread access to 
cell service and communication, especially during disasters, we need safe, clean and accessible drinking 
water for all citizens.; 


Disaster mitigation /preparedness--preparation for climate change, ensuring that we are ready for wildfires 
and floods, with proactive policies and measures in place to save homes and prevent displacement is a 
necessity.; 


Cost of living--because of high housing costs and stagnant wages, and the high price of goods, it's become 
harder and harder for people to make a living in our county. We need proactive policies in place to reduce 
the real cost of living and make it possible for our people in the fifth District to thrive and not just survive.; 


lack of economic opportunity--We need investment and reinvestment into our towns and small businesses. 


Many of our towns, especially those along the nine corridor, could have bustling and thriving downtowns, 
creating opportunities for residents. A plan to increase economic vitality in these areas is essential; 
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In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


| am in support of the rail trail. Firstly, it promotes active transportation options such as walking and cycling, 
which can improve public health by encouraging physical activity. Additionally, a rail trail provides a safe and 
accessible route for pedestrians and cyclists, helping to reduce traffic congestion and providing an 
alternative to car travel. Public transportation systems, including rail trails, can also enhance social equity by 
providing affordable and convenient transportation options for all residents, regardless of income or access 
to personal vehicles. This can improve accessibility to education, employment, healthcare, and recreational 
opportunities. Furthermore, proponents believe that rail trails can contribute to the overall sustainability and 
environmental well-being of the community. By encouraging people to use public transportation and 
reducing the reliance on cars, rail trails can help reduce air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and traffic 
congestion. They also provide an opportunity to preserve green spaces and protect natural habitats, as they 
often repurpose existing railway corridors. In conclusion, supporters of the rail trail and public 
transportation argue that they can promote healthier lifestyles, enhance accessibility, and contribute to a 
more sustainable and equitable community. 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 


difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


We need an aggressive approach to housing policy; The creation of the middle class in America was built 
upon equity and homeownership and the positive impact of unions. Creating affordable housing, not just to 
rent, but also to own, is imperative. We needed to start this 20 years ago, but the opportunity to change the 
culture from a no-build culture to one that encourages building has been missed repeatedly. I've already 
formulated a multi-tiered plan, with the intent to increase housing density In our rural and urban areas, using 
innovative approaches like leveraging county land to increase affordable units and large builds, or placing 
multiple tiny homes on one single family parcel, So that we're building the right housing for each area / 
neighborhood. | also plan on encouraging an environment that starts with a Yes when it comes to building, 
pushing back on old attitudes that aimed to reduce building and population in our areas. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


Through transparency and connection; communities that don't have a voice in local government are often 
the last ones thought about when it comes to repairs and funding for important infrastructure. My office will 
be an open and transparent one, that makes huge effort to connect with all of the communities within the 
Fifth District. | plan on being data-driven; You cannot equitably meet the needs of the people if you aren't 
knowledgeable about what's happening. I've already started to gather and make connections with 
community stakeholders throughout the 5th District so that my office can do more than offer platitudes 
about equity, but can offer results. 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to s 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


l've already started these steps, l'm on the board of the directors for Fire Safe Santa Cruz County, and l'm 
working diligently with our team to help develop a culture of fire mitigation and disaster resilience 
throughout the county. We are only going to be able to consistently respond well to these events if we are 
proactive and prepared, utilizing resources from both the public and private sector to ensure the safety and 
security of residents of our county. We approach disaster preparedness and climate resiliency with the 
understanding that none of the issues that we're working on is an island; through planning, careful 
organization and preparation, my office will take an integrative approach to climate resiliency and disaster 
mitigation. 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to i 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


| used to think the right way to manage a forest was to leave it alone; antiquated environmentalism, which 
takes a near colonialist approach that leaves us separate from nature encourages a hands-off approach to 
the wild. The forests that we live in aren't some simple outgrowth, they are an overgrown garden, the result 
of human planting, human logging, and human stewardship or lack thereof. After experiencing the fires and 
delving deep into the history of the region, learning about how learned earlier cultures cultivated the forest 
and adjoining lands, | realized that thinning the forest is oftentimes good medicine. That sometimes you 
have to cut trees in order to have a healthy forest. | used to look at logging trucks coming out of my town in 
Boulder Creek with slight sadness; Now when I see them | think we're getting closer to a healthy and 
manageable forest. 
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Google Forms 
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